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Two Sets of Graduation Requirements

Through Cohort 2028
24 units

● English - 4 units
● Math - 4 units
● Science - 3 units (2 labs)
● Social Studies - 3.5 units
● Physical Ed - 1 unit
● Health - 0.5 unit
● Electives - 7 units
● Career Cluster, Workplace Readiness, 

Language other than English - 1 unit

One credit must be honors, dual credit, 
distance learning, or Advanced Placement.

Cohort 2029 and beyond
24 units

● English - 4 units
● Math - 4 units
● Science - 3 units(2 labs)
● Social Studies - 4 units
● Physical Ed - 1 unit
● Health - 0.5 unit
● Electives - 5.5 units

○ 2-unit pathway concentration
● Local Requirement - 2 units

○ Set by each local school board or 
governing body.

A student shall still have the opportunity to 
take: Algebra 2, Financial Literacy, Computer 
Science, Dual Credit, Honors, AP, IB Courses.
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Course Waivers

Any deviation from the prescribed 
graduation requirements must be 
approved by the NMPED, via a 
coursework waiver.

Graduation coursework waivers can be 
obtained  via the Waivers for New 

Mexico Public Education | NMPED

page.  Submit completed waivers to: 
waivers.PED@ped.nm.gov

https://web.ped.nm.gov/waivers/
https://web.ped.nm.gov/waivers/
mailto:waivers.PED@ped.nm.gov
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Cohort 2028 and prior years
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Cohort 2029 and future years
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Middle School Credit
Through Cohort 2028

Students can earn credit in the following 
courses, prior to enrolling in high school:

● Health*
● Algebra 1*

*Teacher of record must hold a secondary 
endorsement in the subject area.

Middle School Credit
Cohort 2029 and Beyond

Students can earn credit in the following 
courses, prior to enrolling in high school:

● Health*
● Algebra 1*
● Geometry*

*Teacher of record must hold a secondary 
endorsement in the subject area.
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Demonstration of Competency

With the signing of HB171 into law, students are no longer required  to demonstrate competency in 
the five subject areas of math, reading, writing, science, and social studies. 

However, per NMAC 6.29.1, General Provisions, a final exam shall be administered to all students in 
all courses offered for credit.

High school students are still required to participate in ESSA testing as assigned in grade 11  and 
grades 9-12 if identified as an English learner who has not met the state’s exit criteria.
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Graduate Profile

With the signing of HB171 into law, each school district/charter school shall create and use a 
graduate profile to specify the following competencies that students should have when they 
graduate from your district/charter school:
• Cognitive
• Personal
• Interpersonal 



Interim Next Step Plan (NSP) Timeline 
Subsection C

Each 9th grade 
student shall prepare 
an interim NSP that 
sets for the course 
work for grade 10.

9th Grade

Each 8th grade 
student shall prepare 
an interim NSP that 
sets for the course 
work for grade 9.

8th Grade
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Each 10th grade 
student shall 
prepare an interim 
NSP that sets for the 
course work for 
grade 11.

10th Grade 11th Grade

Each 11th grade 
student shall prepare 
an interim NSP that 
sets for the course 
work for grade 12.

Each year’s plan shall
● Be aligned to the graduate profile of the student’s school district or charter school.
● Be completed on a department-approved template.
● Explain any differences from previous interim next-step plans.
● Be signed by the student, the student’s parent and the student’s guidance counselor or other school. 

official charged with coursework planning for the student.



Final Next Step Plan (NSP) Timeline
Subsection D
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Each student must complete a final 
next-step plan during the senior year 
and prior to graduation.

12th Grade

The plan shall
● Be aligned to the graduate profile of the student’s school district or charter school.
● Be completed on a department-approved template.
● Be signed by the student, the student’s parent and the student’s guidance counselor or other school. 

official charged with coursework planning for the student.
● Be filed with the principal of the student’s high school.



Additional Resources
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Toolkit to be released soon.

• Graduation Requirements –

New Mexico Public Education 

Department

https://web.ped.nm.gov/bureaus/college-and-career-readiness-bureau/graduation/
https://web.ped.nm.gov/bureaus/college-and-career-readiness-bureau/graduation/
https://web.ped.nm.gov/bureaus/college-and-career-readiness-bureau/graduation/
https://web.ped.nm.gov/bureaus/college-and-career-readiness-bureau/graduation/
https://web.ped.nm.gov/bureaus/college-and-career-readiness-bureau/graduation/


Diploma Pathways
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Graduation Pathways for Students with 
Disabilities

Amendments to NMAC 6.29.1 have been Formally Adopted and are Final

● Beginning in the 2025-2026 school year, through House Bill 171 (HB171) New Mexico introduced two 

primary graduation pathways: the Standard Diploma Pathway and the Ability Diploma Pathway. 

● These changes are significant, particularly for students with disabilities, as they are designed to ensure that 

all students have a pathway to graduate based on their individual needs and abilities.

● These two pathways apply to students with disabilities who entered ninth grade in 2025 and graduate 2029 

or later.
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Graduation Pathways for Students with 
Disabilities

Standard Diploma Pathway of Study Decision Process

● The IEP team determines whether the Standard Program of Study is appropriate.

● The team evaluates whether the student:

○ Met all graduation requirements set by the New Mexico Standards for Excellence.

○ Met all graduation requirements set by the public agency (district/charter).

○ (These are the same graduation requirements for all students.)
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Graduation Pathways for Students with 
Disabilities

Criteria for the Ability Diploma Pathway

● Designed for students identified as having a most significant cognitive disability through the Alternate 

Assessment Addendum review by the IEP team.

Criteria for Classification (All Must Be True)

● Student is eligible for special education and has an IEP.

● Cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior are significantly below age expectations, even with modifications and 

accommodations (typically about 2.5+ standard deviations below the mean).

● Student requires intensive, repeated, direct individualized instruction and substantial supports to learn and 

generalize academic, functional, and adaptive skills across settings.

● Student requires substantial modifications to access the general education curriculum.

Student depends on others for daily living needs and is expected to need ongoing support into adulthood.
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Graduation Pathways for Students with 
Disabilities

After Earning an Ability Pathway Diploma

a. Student may choose to exit high school after receiving the diploma.

b. Student remains entitled to FAPE (Free Appropriate Public Education) from the district or charter school.

c. Student may return to high school until:

i. They meet requirements for a Standard Program diploma, or

ii. The end of the school year in which they turn 22.

Diploma Status

a. An Ability Program diploma is not considered a “regular high school diploma” under federal regulations.

b. It is a state-defined alternate diploma for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities under 

federal law.
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Graduation Pathways for Students with 
Disabilities

• Do you still have questions about the Ability, Modified, and Standard Pathways?

• Email: special.education@ped.nm.gov

mailto:special.education@ped.nm.gov


Judy Cruz, School Counselor Specialist

College and Career Readiness Bureau

judith.cruz@ped.nm.gov
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For More Information

Level All Inc, schedule a demo or 
implementation

newmexico@levelall.com

Graduate Profile

Brenna Bartlett 

bbartlett@careertech.org

mailto:newmexico@levelall.com
mailto:bbartlett@careertech.org
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