
1

2026 Education Legislation

Presentation for New Mexico School Board Association 

Gregory Frostad
Assistant Secretary of Public Education Department

Presentation for the New Mexico School Board Association | February 6, 20267 



2

2025 Legislative Session Recap

FY27 education budget proposal from House Appropriations and Finance Committee 
(HAFC) at $5.8B, reflects a decrease of $18 million, or -.3%, from FY26
• PED agency budget effectively reduced by $1.7 million (6.5% cut)
• Recurring increase to State Equalization Guarantee: $113 million

PED Priorities for Senate Finance Committee

Education Budget Status

Item HAFC Amount Request
Literacy coaches for low performing elementaries $2 million $6.4 million
Literacy center $0 $3 million
School improvement and transformation $0 $6 million
Martinez Yazzie action plan $2 million $2 million
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Bills PassedSigned and Chaptered Legislation
Education Legislation

Signed and Chaptered Legislation

*SB19, School Finance Unit Value Reset (SEC; HEC; Signed by Governor – Chapter 2 – January 31)

Pending Legislation

House Bill Senate Bill

HB34, School Nurses Licensure Provisions SB23, Exceptions to Student Use of Phones (SEC/SJC)

HB47, School Employee Insurance Changes SB29, Math Requirements for Teaching License (SEC/SFC; HGEIC/HEC)

HB161, Change K12 Program Unit Calculation SB37, High Quality Literacy Instruction Act (SEC/SFC; HGEIC/HEC)

HB185, PED Secretary & Local School Board Members SB64, Create Office of Special Education (SEC/SFC; House Intro)

*HB253, Public Education Changes SB167, Crime of Deadly Weapon on School Premises (SJC/SFC)

SB188, Paid Parental Leave for School Employees (SCC/SEC/SFC)

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=19&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=34&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=23&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=47&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=29&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=161&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=37&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=H&legType=B&legNo=185&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=64&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=H&legType=B&legNo=253&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=167&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=188&year=26
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Bills Passed
Fiscal Impact Legislation

Legislation HB2, General Appropriation Act Funding

HB253, Public Education Changes
1) Has temporary provisions to maintain and increase the 2026 unit value;

2) Requires school district and charter school reporting on distance learning; 

3) Sets limits on distance learning (grade 6-12, 10% of district enrollment, in 
district enrollment);

4) Provides for PED regulation of distance learning programs; and 

5) Requires a study and report on distance learning. 

Would increase unit value by approximately $100. If 
not enacted, unit value would drop by approximately 
$24. 

HB47, School Employee Insurance Changes 
Increases the required share of employer contributions for school employee 
insurance. 

$73 million, which is included in the SEG base of 
$4.5 billion.

HB161, Change K12 Program Unit Calculation
Changes the calculation for the K12 plus program so that additional funding is 
available for instructional hours and not for school days. It increases the 
number of units and decreases the unit value. 

Has no appropriation but would decrease the unit 
value significantly and redistribute school funding. 
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Bills Passed
Math and Literacy Bills

Legislation HB2, General Appropriation Act Funding

SB29, Math Requirements for Teaching Licenses
1) Educator preparation programs to provide a course in math 

methods for elementary licenses and math endorsement;
2) Requires high-quality instructional materials;
3) Requires math professional development plan for school 

districts and charter schools; and
4) Requires screening assessment and parent notification in 

early elementary grades

$4.5 million in Public Education Reform Funding 
supports implementation of math initiatives

SB37, High Quality Literacy Instruction Act 
1) Requires high-quality instructional materials;
2) Requires screening assessment and parent notification in 

early elementary grades;
3) Provides for literacy coaches for lowest scoring elementary 

schools

$2 million in current HB2 for literacy coaches
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Bills Passed
Special Education and Mobile Phones

Legislation HB2, General Appropriation Act Funding

SB64, Create Office of Special Education 
Elevate special education within the department and across the 
education agencies:
1) Creates the office of special education and provides duties;
2) Requires the use of a standard individualized education 

plan template; and
3) Maintains gifted funding, rights, and oversight

Does not require funding 

SB23, Exceptions to Student Use of Phones 
Requires schools have policies to prohibit the use of wireless 
communication devices during the school day and provides $1 
million to support implementation. 

$1 million in SB23
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Bills Passed
Other Legislation

Legislation HB2, General Appropriation Act Funding

HB34, School Nurses Licensure Provisions
Fixes technical issues with nurse licensure allowing for nurses to 
increase licensure levels more quickly.

Does not require funding 

HB185, PED Secretary & Local School Board Members
Provides for the Secretary of Education to suspend individual board 
members for failing to follow statute or rule until remedial action is 
taken.

Does not require funding 

SB167, Crime of Deadly Weapon on School Premises 
Makes carrying a deadly weapon on a school campus a third degree
felony (changed from a fourth degree felony).

Does not require funding 

SB188, Paid Parental Leave for School Employees 
Provides for 12 weeks of paid parental leave for school employees. 

$7.5 million in SB188
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Bills Passed
Thank you!

Gregory Frostad
gregory.frostad@ped.nm.gov
Assistant Secretary 
Public Education Department
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