


About NSBA 
• Founded in 1940, and with members spread across the United States, Canada, and the U.S. Virgin 

Islands, NSBA is the only national organization representing school boards.

• Advocates for excellent, equitable public education for all students—regardless of background, ability, 
or identity.

• Partners with state associations and public school districts to support local governance and high-
performing school boards.

• Engages with federal branches to address key issues.

• Welcomes all school districts, including those in nonmember states, to attend convenings and 
participate in programs.



Mission
To equip school board members with resources to advocate for 
each student in each community, in partnership with our members. 

Vision
Each school board ensures that each student can reach their full 
potential through quality and equitable educational opportunities.

Tagline
Transforming public education, board by board.



Federal Priorities 
I. Fully Funding and Modernizing the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

II. Expanding, Strengthening, and Retaining the Educator 
Workforce

III. Strengthening Investments in Title I and Career & Technical 
Education (CTE)

IV. Promoting Digital Access, Digital Literacy, and 
Cybersecurity

V. Prioritizing Student Health, Wellness, and Safety 

VI. Oppose School Vouchers in All Their Forms



Federal Advocacy Update



In the past nine months, 
we have seen:
• Executive Orders
• Pausing of $6 Billion Dollars in funding
• Dismantling of the Department of 

Education
• Impact of Government Shutdown 
• ICE Raids
• I
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• Federal Policy Monitoring & Response 
• Member Engagement & Mobilization
• Proactive Federal Policy Making & Shaping 
• Strategic Partnerships & Visibility
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Member Engagement & Mobilization
• Key Driver - Strengthen member readiness through monthly Policy Hour, 

Calls-to-Action, rapid Policy Alerts, and coordinated social campaigns. 
• Key Strategy - Equip members with user-friendly tools to advocate locally 

and federally.
• Key Activity - Virtual Hill Prep Sessions: 30-minute “How to Advocate” 

calls ahead of AEI and other Hill visits.



NSBA Advocacy Institute – January  Prep Series

The NSBA Advocacy Prep Series is a four-week virtual training experience designed to equip school board 
members with the skills, confidence, and tools needed to advocate effectively on Capitol Hill during the 
NSBA Advocacy Institute. Held every Monday in January, these one-hour sessions walk members step-by-
step through the process of preparing for successful meetings with their U.S. Senators and 
Representatives.

Across the four weeks, members will learn how Congress works, understand NSBA’s federal priorities, 
craft their advocacy message, and secure meetings with their Members of Congress. Each session 
includes live coaching, templates, and real-time working time to support outreach and scheduling.

Participants will leave with:
❑ A confirmed meeting (or outreach in progress) with their congressional delegation
❑ A compelling “1 story + 1 data point” advocacy message to share on the Hill
❑ Digital and print leave-behind materials aligned to NSBA policy priorities
❑ A clear plan for conducting an effective and strategic congressional meeting



NSBA Advocacy Institute – January  Prep Series, Monday's at 6:00 PM (Eastern)

Weekly Focus Areas
o Week 1, January 5th  – Advocacy 101 & Securing a Hill Meeting

Participants learn how Congress is structured, identify their legislators, and draft outreach 
messages to schedulers.

o Week 2, January 12th – Crafting the Message & Understanding NSBA Priorities
Members receive training on NSBA’s federal education agenda and build a concise message that 
connects policy to student impact.

o Week 3, January 19th – Running a Successful Meeting
Members are guided through meeting flow, how to make a clear “ask,” and how to build 
relationships with Members and staff.

o Week 4, January 26th– Final Prep, Logistics, & Role-Plays
Participants finalize schedules, rehearse their talking points, and receive practical guidance for 
navigating Capitol Hill during the Institute.



Federal Priorities Letters/ Call-to-Action: 

• We have developed a letter for each federal priority as it relates to the FY 2026 appropriations process. 
Following review by the Legislative Committee, these letters will serve as a call to action aligned with 
NSBA’s six federal priorities. Please stay tuned for further notice.

• Prior to Thanksgiving, our CEO and Executive Director, Verjeana McCotter-Jacobs and staff, met with 
the U.S. Department of Education to begin establishing an ongoing communication framework and to 
outline NSBA’s priorities.

• Next week, we will meet with the U.S. Department of the Treasury to discuss the school voucher tax 
provision, which will soon enter the negotiated rulemaking process.

This Week in Congress: 
• H.R.1005 - Combating the Lies of Authoritarians in School Systems (CLASS) Act
• H.R.1069 - Promoting Responsible Oversight to Eliminate Communist Teachings for (PROTECT) Our Kids 

Act
• H.R.1049 - Transparency in Reporting of Adversarial Contributions to Education Act.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F119th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F1005&data=05%7C02%7Cpmoss%40nsba.org%7C93cdf7d10f184a661e7808de30f1e80e%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C639002012721477836%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xR8QRmEdPk%2BCMh9%2Fyi3KCAfSBF287p9oqGlT5BvbJcM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F119th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F1005&data=05%7C02%7Cpmoss%40nsba.org%7C93cdf7d10f184a661e7808de30f1e80e%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C639002012721477836%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xR8QRmEdPk%2BCMh9%2Fyi3KCAfSBF287p9oqGlT5BvbJcM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F119th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F1069%2Ftext&data=05%7C02%7Cpmoss%40nsba.org%7C93cdf7d10f184a661e7808de30f1e80e%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C639002012721485791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fXQq3oP7mYSWmnPfybswf2VqZ1It9jDbJA29kt0X7og%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F119th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F1069%2Ftext&data=05%7C02%7Cpmoss%40nsba.org%7C93cdf7d10f184a661e7808de30f1e80e%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C639002012721485791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fXQq3oP7mYSWmnPfybswf2VqZ1It9jDbJA29kt0X7og%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F119th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F1049&data=05%7C02%7Cpmoss%40nsba.org%7C93cdf7d10f184a661e7808de30f1e80e%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C639002012721493879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OznMmD3GhZwr2Kr2411fDTBcQQgWuWY1Qxfj22JK%2FYE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F119th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F1049&data=05%7C02%7Cpmoss%40nsba.org%7C93cdf7d10f184a661e7808de30f1e80e%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C639002012721493879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OznMmD3GhZwr2Kr2411fDTBcQQgWuWY1Qxfj22JK%2FYE%3D&reserved=0


PROTECT Our Kids Act, H.R. 1069: The measure aims to restrict federal funding from K-12 
schools that have partnerships with a cultural or language institute directly or indirectly funded 
by China, including Confucius Institutes.

CLASS Act, H.R. 1005: Similar to the previous bill, the measure bars K-12 schools from 
accepting funds or entering into contracts with China, the Chinese Communist Party or any 
entity acting indirectly on behalf of them. Schools must also report any foreign contracts to the 
Education secretary.

TRACE Act, H.R. 1049: The bill would require schools to allow parents to review any 
curriculum that has been provided by or purchased with foreign funds. It also mandates that 
schools notify parents of any foreign contracts, financial transactions, foreign donations and 
how many school employees, if any, are being compensated by another country.

https://legislation.politicopro.com/bill/US_119_HR_1069
https://legislation.politicopro.com/bill/US_119_HR_1005
https://legislation.politicopro.com/bill/US_119_HR_1049


Questions



Join Us!











Benefits:

• Online community networking engagement across the country
• Federal Advocacy Insider (weekly e-newsletter)
• The Policy Hour Webinar Series*
• Current issue webinars*
• 20% discount on meeting registration fees for all NSBA events*
• 15% discount on training services 
• 20% discount in the NSBA bookstore*
• Equity Council Membership*



Benefits: 
ASBJ Magazine, CPE Reports, NATCON Daily, Legal Clips, and more!



Howard University
Washington, DC















Thank You 

Contact NSBA:
• Devin Sheehan, President – president@nsba.org 
• Phelton Moss, Managing Director, Government Relations – pmoss@nsba.org
• Member Services – memberservices@nsba.org 

mailto:president@nsba.org
mailto:pmoss@nsba.org
mailto:memberservices@nsba.org
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