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The Regular Local Election offers the people of our state the opportunity to 
run for offices that truly impact New Mexico’s residents on a local and 

personal level. Candidates for the RLE, more than in any other election, will 
be elected to positions in which they are serving within and alongside their 

community as leaders and role models. 

Thank you all for taking the time to attend this training and for being willing 
to serve your communities in the various roles represented in this upcoming 

election. We truly appreciate your dedication to democracy and service in 
New Mexico and hope this training provides valuable answers to help you be 

as successful as possible as you seek office in 2025!

Welcome!



Learning Objectives (LO)

By the conclusion of this training participants will be able to: 

LO1 - Identify all relevant dates related to candidacy for the 2025 
RLE.
LO2 - Describe the general eligibility requirements for the 2025 RLE.
LO3 - Understand how to locate special eligibility requirements for 
their prospective office.
LO 4 - Locate and fill all required candidate forms related to 
candidacy.
LO5 - Prepare to file for office on the August 26 filing day.
LO6 - Describe the process and timeline to interpose challenges 
against another candidate.



Agenda
+ RLE General Information
+ Important Dates
+ Eligibility Requirements

− General Requirements
− Special Requirements

+ School District Campaign Reporting Requirements
+ Candidate Filing Day

− August 26th General Filing Day
− September 2nd Write-in Filing Day
− Filing Day Tips and Reminders

+ Candidate Forms
+ Withdrawal of Candidacy
+ Candidate Challenges
+ Ballot Structure



RLE General 
Information



What is the RLE?
The Local Election Act (LEA) created an election in which the 
rules, requirements, funding, and administrative processes are 
streamlined for the diverse local contests held across the state, 
known as the Regular Local Election (RLE).

The RLE is a non-partisan election held every odd-numbered 
year to elect candidates to local positions within their counties 
as well as to give voters the opportunity to answer ballot 
questions at the State, County, and Municipal level.



RLE 
Important 
Dates



RLE Important Dates
August 6 – Official Election Proclamation Published

August 26 – Candidate Filing Day

August 29 – Candidates Notified of Qualification to appear on Ballot

September 2 – Write-in Candidate Filing Day

September 2 – Last Day for Candidates to Withdraw from the RLE

October 7 – Absentee / Early Voting Begins

November 4 – Election Day



Eligibility



Eligibility 
Overview
Because the RLE consists of 
many local election 
consolidated into one 
streamlined statewide 
election, candidates may be 
subject to both General 
requirements outlined in 
state statute and Special 
requirements as determined 
by the jurisdiction in which 
they are running for office.



General Eligibility Requirements
+ Voter Registration Requirements

−Candidate eligibility is based on the candidate’s voter registration information as it 
appears on the date the proclamation was issued.

−Residency is determined by the place shown on the certificate of voter registration 
as the candidate’s permanent address.

−The candidate’s name as it appears on the ballot will match their name as 
registered. Nicknames, abbreviations, or other familiar names will not appear on the 
ballot if they are not the name under which the candidate is registered.

− If a candidate wishes to update their registration, changes must be made prior to 
the issuance of the proclamation.

+ Felony Convictions
−No candidate shall be eligible to hold an office in New Mexico unless that person has 

presented the governor with a certificate verifying the completion of the sentence 
and was granted a pardon or a certificate by the governor restoring the person’s full 
rights of citizenship.
o - NMSA 1978 31-13-1(E)



Special Eligibility Requirements

Individual Jurisdictions may have additional eligibility 
requirements above and beyond the minimums established by 
state law. Common requirements could include (but are not 
limited to):
+ Securing a minimum number of nominating petition 

signatures.
+ Land ownership within the jurisdiction
+ Additional residency requirements within the district 



Special Eligibility Requirements 
Continued
Special Eligibility Requirements are outlined in state law for:
+ Water & Sanitation District – NMSA 1978, §§ 73-21-1 — 73-21-55
+ Soil & Water District – NMSA 1978, §§ 73-20-1 — 73-20-49
+ Watershed District – NMSA 1978, §§ 73-20-1 — 73-20-49
+ Special Hospital District – NMSA 1978, §§ 4-48A-1 — 4-48A-30
+ Branch College District – NMSA 1978, §§ 21-14-1 — 21-14-17; 1-22A-1 — 1-22A-10
+ Community College District – NMSA 1978, §§ 21-13-1 – 21-13-27
+ School District – NMSA 1978, §§ 22-5-1 — 22-5-18
+ Flood Control District – NMSA 1978, §§72-18-1 — 72-18-70
+ Tax Improvement District – NMSA 1978, §§ 5-15-1— 5-15-29
+ Public Improvement District – NMSA 1978, §§ 5-11-1 — 5-11-27



School District 
Campaign 
Reporting



School District Campaign 
Reporting Overview

Per Article 22A NMSA 1978, candidates running for positions 
on a school district board or community college board have 
certain campaign finance reporting requirements throughout 
their candidacy. 



Who is Required to File?
Per statute, a candidate with a filing obligation is:
+ A person who seeks office as a school district board 

member or a board member of a community 
college operating per the provisions of Chapter 21, 
Article 13 / 16 NMSA 1978 (known by law as a 
“covered office”.

+ A person running for a covered office who:
−Has filed a declaration of candidacy OR
−Has received contributions or made expenditures of 

$1,000 or more for the purpose of seeking election to a 
covered office

This means that regardless 
of funds raised or 

expenditures made, a 
candidate who has filed a 
declaration for a covered 

office SHALL file campaign 
finance reports!



How do 
Candidates File 
Reports?
Reporting is done via the 
Campaign Finance Information 
System (CFIS)
CFIS is a program administered by 
the SOS which is designed to be a 
consolidated hub for campaign 
finance reporting.
• Users can register at: New 

Mexico Campaign Finance 
System

• Information about Reporting 
requirements is found at: 
Campaign Finance Reporting 
Schedule | Maggie Toulouse 
Oliver - New Mexico Secretary 
of State

https://login.cfis.sos.state.nm.us/#/index
https://login.cfis.sos.state.nm.us/#/index
https://login.cfis.sos.state.nm.us/#/index
https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/campaign-finance-reporting-schedule/
https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/campaign-finance-reporting-schedule/
https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/campaign-finance-reporting-schedule/
https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/campaign-finance-reporting-schedule/
https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/campaign-finance-reporting-schedule/
https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/campaign-finance-reporting-schedule/


When are Reports Filed?

First Report Due Second Report Due

Tuesday, October 
14, 2025

Thursday, 
December 4, 2025

A candidate or 
campaign committee 
shall file a campaign 
report of all 
contributions received 
and expenditures 
made during an 
election cycle and not 
previously reported 
by midnight

on the twenty-first day 
before the election and 
on the thirtieth day 
following the election. 
In accordance with
 NMSA 1978, 1-22A-3



No-Activity Report
A candidate who has filed for candidacy in a covered office but has 
neither raised nor spent money on their campaign is still required to 
fulfill their filing obligations by filing a “No Activity Report” through 
the CFIS system.



Penalties for Failure to File

Penalties for Failure to File are outlined in 1-22A-7 NMSA 1978

+ A candidate who fails to file the first report before or through 
the final date to withdraw their candidacy will not be eligible 
to have their name printed on the ballot.

+ A candidate who fails to file after the final date to withdraw 
candidacy shall not be issued their certificate of candidacy



Candidate 
Filing Day



Candidate Filing Day 
Overview

• Individuals seeking candidacy shall file a 
declaration of candidacy with the proper filing 
officer on the seventieth (70) day before the 
Regular Local Election between 9:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. 
• A candidate shall file for only one (1) 
position in the same local government but may 
file for a position in more than one (1) local 
government at the same time. NMSA 1978, § 1-
22-7. 
• The proper officer for purpose of filing 
declarations of candidacy and candidate 
qualification documents by all other candidates 
is the county clerk of the county in which the 
candidate resides. NMSA 1978, § 1-1-5.9.



2025 RLE Filing Day

+ When to File: Tuesday, August 26th 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

+ What to File: All candidates must submit:
−Declaration of Candidacy
−Nominating Petitions (If required)
−Affidavit of Designation (If someone is filing on the candidate’s 

behalf)

+ Where to File: Each candidate shall file at the county clerk’s 
office in the county in which they are registered to vote.

The filing window is 
non-flexible. NO 
filings will be 
accepted before or 
after for candidates 
who wish to  have 
their name appear on 
the ballot



Public Official Confidentiality
+ Individuals running for office in New Mexico are entitled to have their 

public information designated as confidential by filing a “Public Official 
Address Confidentiality” form at the time of filing for candidacy.

+ Candidates who file this form may choose a separate address to appear 
on public documentation for the duration of the confidential designation.

+ Confidential addresses will remain confidential:
− Until the candidate loses their election – at which time the designation will expire
− If they win their election, the designation will expire 2 years after the initial filing, 

at which point the individual will be required to resubmit the Public Official 
Address Confidentiality form.

                NOTE: This form is not required to file for candidacy.



Filing for 
Write-in 
Candidacy



Write-in Candidacy

+ Per statute, only those candidates who have filed and been 
qualified as write-in candidates shall have votes counted for 
them in elections.

+ The write-in filing process allows those who may have missed 
the previous filing day to be eligible for election in the RLE.



2025 RLE Write-in Filing Day

+ When to File: Tuesday, September 2nd  9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

+ What to File: All candidates must submit:
−Declaration of Candidacy
−Nominating Petitions (If required)
−Affidavit of Designation (If someone is filing on the candidate’s 

behalf)

+ Where to File: Each candidate shall file at the county clerk’s 
office in the county in which they are registered to vote.



Write-in Qualification 
Requirements
Write-in candidates are subject to the exact same 
qualification requirements as candidates whose names 
appear on the ballot. Their candidacy is treated no 
differently than candidates who filed on August 29th 



Filing Day 
Tips and 
Reminders



Do not expect early 
service – Filing will 
start at exactly 9:00 
AM at every Clerk’s 

Office

Do not wait until the 
last minute. Candidates 
not appearing by 5:00 
PM AT THE CORRECT 

FILING OFFICE will not 
be able to file

Candidates must file 
at the correct office. 
No other clerk will 
be able to accept 

their filing

Be Prepared. Have 
all forms completed 

and take note of 
which forms require 
notarized signatures

Filing must be done 
in person, either by 

the candidate or 
their designated 
representative.

Authorized designees 
may not fill out new 

forms if the forms they 
brought with them 
contain errors or 

omissions



Candidate Forms
• Nominating Petitions

• English
• Spanish

• Declaration of Candidacy
• Declaration of Intent to be a 

Write-in Candidate
• Affidavit of Withdrawal of 

Candidacy 
• Request for Address 

Confidentiality
• Affidavit of Designation

https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE_Nominating-Petition-Form_English.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE_Nominating-Petition-Form_English.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Nominating-Petition-form_SPANISH.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Nominating-Petition-form_SPANISH.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE_Declaration-of-Candidacy-Statement-of-Intent.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE_Declaration-of-Candidacy-Statement-of-Intent.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Declaration-of-Intent-to-be-a-Write-In-Candidate.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Declaration-of-Intent-to-be-a-Write-In-Candidate.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Declaration-of-Intent-to-be-a-Write-In-Candidate.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Declaration-of-Intent-to-be-a-Write-In-Candidate.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Declaration-of-Intent-to-be-a-Write-In-Candidate.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Affidavit-of-Withdrawal-of-Candidacy.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Affidavit-of-Withdrawal-of-Candidacy.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Affidavit-of-Withdrawal-of-Candidacy.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Address-Confidentiality-Request.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Address-Confidentiality-Request.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-RLE-_-Address-Confidentiality-Request.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-RLE_Affidavit-of-Designation.pdf
https://www.sos.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-RLE_Affidavit-of-Designation.pdf


Withdrawal 
of Candidacy



Withdrawal Overview

Candidates who decide to withdraw their candidacy must submit a signed 
and notarized Affidavit of Withdrawal of Candidacy by the deadline to the 
proper filing officer. 

Withdrawal Deadline: September 2, 2025



Removing Candidacy
+ The candidate files with the proper filing officer a signed and notarized 

statement of withdrawal as a candidate in that election;
+ A judicial determination is made that the candidate does not qualify to 

be a candidate for the office sought;
+ The voter registration of the candidate is updated by the candidate in 

such manner that the candidate does not qualify to be a candidate for the 
office sought; or

+ The voter registration of the candidate is canceled for any reason 
provided in Chapter 1, Article 4 NMSA 1978, § 1-10-6 (C).



Candidate 
Challenges



Challenge Process
Any voter may challenge the candidacy of 
any person seeking election at the RLE. To 
do so, the procedure is as follows:

1. The candidate interposing a challenge 
must file a petition within 7 days of filing 
for candidacy.

2. The district court will hear the challenge 
and render a decision within 10 days of the 
petition being filed

3. Upon the court’s decision, the challenger 
may appeal the decision to the Supreme 
Court within 5 days of the decision being 
rendered.



Ballot 
Structure



Ballot Order
Ballot structure is determined by state statute: 1-10-8(C) NMSA 1978, and 
follows the order:

1. Municipal offices: elective executive officers listed first, governing board 
members listed second, 13 and judicial officers listed third.

2. Board of education of a school district.
3. Community college, branch community college, technical and vocational 

institute district, or learning center district, and special district listed in 
order by voting population of each special district, with the most 
populous listed first and the least populous listed last.



Candidate Appearance

+ The RLE is non-partisan, as such Candidates names will 
appear on the ballot with no party designation.

+ The names of candidates will appear on the ballot based on 
the first letter of the candidates last name according to the 
2025 NM Election Alphabet. (NM Election Alphabet | Maggie 
Toulouse Oliver - New Mexico Secretary of State)

https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/nm-election-alphabet/
https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/nm-election-alphabet/
https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/nm-election-alphabet/
https://www.sos.nm.gov/candidate-and-campaigns/how-to-become-a-candidate/nm-election-alphabet/


Questions



Thank you!


	SOS Candidate Training
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Learning Objectives (LO)
	Agenda
	RLE General Information
	What is the RLE?
	RLE Important Dates
	RLE Important Dates
	Eligibility
	Eligibility Overview
	General Eligibility Requirements
	Special Eligibility Requirements
	Special Eligibility Requirements Continued
	School District Campaign Reporting
	School District Campaign Reporting Overview
	Who is Required to File?
	How do Candidates File Reports?
	When are Reports Filed?
	No-Activity Report
	Penalties for Failure to File
	Candidate Filing Day
	Candidate Filing Day Overview
	2025 RLE Filing Day
	Public Official Confidentiality
	Filing for Write-in Candidacy
	Write-in Candidacy
	2025 RLE Write-in Filing Day
	Write-in Qualification Requirements
	Filing Day Tips and Reminders
	Slide Number 31
	Candidate Forms
	Withdrawal of Candidacy
	Withdrawal Overview
	Removing Candidacy
	Candidate Challenges
	Challenge Process
	Ballot Structure
	Ballot Order
	Candidate Appearance
	Questions
	Thank you!

