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1. Background

• Public School Code requires the PED to accredit public schools.

• 6.19.4 NMAC – Accreditation Procedures became effective July 2024.

• Establishes annual accreditation decisions based on evidence of program 
compliance

• Focuses on high-priority statutory and regulatory requirements

• Leverages existing communication between school staff and PED bureaus
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https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4368/index.do#a1
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4368/index.do#a1
https://www.srca.nm.gov/nmac/nmregister/xxxv/6.19.4.pdf
https://www.srca.nm.gov/nmac/nmregister/xxxv/6.19.4.pdf
https://www.srca.nm.gov/nmac/nmregister/xxxv/6.19.4.pdf
https://www.srca.nm.gov/nmac/nmregister/xxxv/6.19.4.pdf


Alignment with the Big Five Goals
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Accelerate 
Literacy 

Achievement

Accelerate 
Mathematics
Achievement
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Attendance
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Graduation 

Rates

Shared 
Accountability



2. Theory of Action

Theory of Action: 

If schools ensure existing required processes are in place and

budget planning reflects researched-based practices and programs, 

then student performance outcomes will improve.
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PROCESSES PLANNING PERFORMANCE



3. Ten Components of the Accreditation Rule

• PED waivers granted or non-discretionary waivers for any of these 10 requirements stand

• See detailed oversight Matrix.

1. Board training

2. Financial audit

3. Program plans (Ed Plan and NM 
DASH/MLSS), budgets, and school-
level expenditures

4. Nova data submissions & validation

5. Accountability participation & grad 
validation

6. Attendance improvement plan and 
absence prevention strategies

7. Three-year school safety plan

8. Next-step plans (evidence collected SY 2025-26)

9. Class load, subjects of instruction, caseload, 
counselor caseload (pilot collection SY 2025-26)

10. Tribal consultation, Tribal Education Status 
Report, and student-needs assessment

Based on evidence from desktop audit of all schools for essential program compliance

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1krgfuVWoyeK7qVCNLYm3mHC0_v8VmIDpJeKSR1moDhE/edit?tab=t.0


4. Annual Timeline

❏ Meet reporting deadlines throughout the school year : Bureaus work 

with school districts and charter schools to catch up if deadlines are 

missed. (SY 2025-26 Public-facing checklist reveals any gaps along the 

way.)

❏ June 30: All evidence has been submitted. 

❏ July: Using data from the prior year, the department submits 

accreditation recommendation to secretary.

❏ Aug.: Secretary makes accreditation approval decisions. Letters of 

approval or disapproval status sent with rationale. 

❏ Sep. - Oct.: Appeals process as needed.

❏ Sep.-Dec.: On-site visits to support select LEAs & schools.
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Questions

7Investing for tomorrow, delivering today.
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